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Issue No.11
NIHR RESEARCH DESIGN SERVICE FOR THE EAST OF ENGLAND
 
ELECTRONIC BULLETIN
Welcome to the bi-monthly bulletin from the NIHR Research Design Service for the East of England.  In this Bulletin you will find regular updates for Researchers, R&D staff and Research Advisors alike. This issue includes:

· What can the RDS do for you? 
· Research Funding 
· How to obtain help
What can the RDS do for you?
Thinking of applying for research funding? If so, the RDS EoE can advise on all aspects of preparing grant applications and building collaborative research teams.  In our last financial accounting year we supported over 100 bids that were submitted for funding. Over one-third of these were successful.  If you have any questions, or indeed a research proposal that you would like to discuss, we can be contacted on 01206 874856.  For further information, visit us at: www.RDS-eoe.nihr.ac.uk 

Back to top
Research Funding
NIHR FUNDING STREAMS

Details of latest calls for proposals from this link http://www.nihr.ac.uk/proposals/Pages/default.aspx
· NIHR Research for Patient Benefit (RfPB) Programme

http://www.ccf.nihr.ac.uk/RfPB/Pages/home.aspx
Funds of up to £25 million each year will be available for the scheme, building up to that amount over the next three years as NHS R&D funding is transformed. Projects supported will normally be up to 36 months in duration with a total maximum cost of £250,000.

Competition 16 is now open
Submission Deadline 23rd September 2011, 5 PM 
Declaration and Signatures deadline 30th September 2011, 5 PM 
Preliminary scrutiny outcome Mid-November 2011
Submission Outcome Late March 2012
Queries
Contact the programme:- Tel: 020 8843 8057 Email: rfpb@nihr-ccf.org.uk
Over 340 projects have received support since RfPB first launched in 2006 http://www.ccf.nihr.ac.uk/RfPB/about/Pages/FundedProjects1.aspx
A review of first three funding competitions was published in 2008. http://www.ccf.nihr.ac.uk/RfPB/Documents/RfPBReview.pdf
· NIHR HTA Programme: Calls for proposals for commissioned research 
Research proposals are sought on following topics: 
Primary Research 

11/61 Relapse prevention interventions for smoking cessation 

11/62  Provision of antenatal information for the NHS Newborn Bloodspot Screening Programme 

11/65  Silk therapeutic clothing for childhood eczema 

11/67  Long-term central venous access devices for the delivery of systemic intravenous therapy -  subcutaneously tunnelled central lines versus venous access ports 

11/68  Long-term central venous access devices for the delivery of systemic intravenous therapy -  subcutaneously tunnelled central lines versus peripherally inserted central catheters 

11/69  Psychological interventions in irritable bowel syndrome 

11/71  Intensive pelvic floor muscle training to treat female urinary incontinence 

11/72  Antibiotic therapy for the management of urinary tract infections in patients using intermittent self-catheterisation 

Feasibility Studies 

11/31  Facet-joint injections for people with persistent non-specific low back pain  

11/60  Family based interventions for young people who misuse alcohol and/or other substances 

11/64 Complex decongestive therapy for women with breast cancer related lymphoedema of arm 

11/66  Return to work after acquired brain injury 

Mixed Methods 

11/63 Clinical tools used to assess patients for hip and knee replacement 

Evidence Synthesis 

11/70 Therapeutic writing for people with long-term conditions 

Deadline for submissions is 1pm on Thursday 06 October 2011. 

http://www.hta.ac.uk/funding/standardcalls/index.shtml?src=NIHR_July11
Closing Date: 06/10/2011

· Devices for Dignity - unmet clinical needs competition   

D4D is funded under NIHR Invention for Innovation (i4i) programme

The Devices for Dignity (D4D) programme is offering £30,000 to fund the development of promising new healthcare technologies for the benefit of patients with long-term medical conditions. D4D has identified unmet clinical needs in two major healthcare themes: Assistive Technologies and Renal Technologies. One winner per theme will be awarded £15,000.  Entrants will be given the opportunity to work with D4D’s national expert networks, resources and specialist clinicians to bridge the gap between initial concepts and securing grant funding and/or attracting early stage investment. Closing date for applications is 30 September 2011. 

 http://www.devicesfordignity.org.uk/ucnc
· NIHR Patient Safety Translational Research Centre Competition  

The National Institute for Health Research (NIHR) invites applications for Patient Safety Translational Research Centres. The aim is to drive forward improvements in the domain of patient safety and safety of NHS services, pull advances in basic research, into applied research which is of relevance to patient safety, and provide a key component of the NHS contribution to our nation’s international competitiveness by making the best centres even better. Closing Date: 26/09/2011

http://www.ccf.nihr.ac.uk/Pages/PSTRCCompetition.aspx
· Health Services Research Programme - Researcher-led work stream  

NIRH HSR programme funds research to improve quality, effectiveness and accessibility of NHS. Proposed research should: 
- Address an issue of major strategic importance to the NHS, with the cost in line with the significance of the problem to be investigated 

- Lead to changes in practice that will have a significant impact on a large number of patients across the UK 

- Aim to fill a clear ‘evidence gap’, and are likely to generate new knowledge of direct relevance to the NHS 

- Have the potential for findings to be applied to other conditions or situations outside the immediate area of research 

- Bring together a team with strong expertise and track record across the full range of relevant disciplines 

- Will be carried out across more than one research site. 

Closing date for applications is 18 October 2011, by 1pm. 

 http://www.hsr.nihr.ac.uk/funding/researcher_led.asp?src=jun11_NIHR
· NIHR Public Health Research Programme – Commissioned Research  

NIHR PHR programme invites outline research proposals in following areas: 

• Interventions targeting children to break cycle of domestic abuse: scoping study. 

• Interventions to prevent children and young people from becoming victims or perpetrators of domestic abuse in later life: scoping study. 

• Sexual health promotion delivered by digital media: scoping study. 

• Interventions for preventing uptake of smoking in school aged children. 

 Deadline for submissions is 1pm on 31 October 2011. 

 http://www.phr.nihr.ac.uk/fundingopportunities/commissioned.asp?src=NIHR_Aug11
· NIHR SDO Programme  

11/1021: The NHS and Care Homes 

This call focuses on the delivery of health services in care homes. In particular, this will focus on the generation of primary research into the organisation of NHS support for residents of the care home sector.  Applicants are asked to submit outline proposals for the above call by 1pm on Thursday 15 September 2011. 

http://www.sdo.nihr.ac.uk/111021.html?src=NIHR_July11
11/1022: Demand management for planned care 

This call relates to research to assess initiatives to contain or manage demand for elective hospital care. The focus is on particular areas of research need that have been identified within the following three themes: 

·         Interventions aimed at general practitioners 

·         Interventions aimed at specialists and the interface 

·         Organisational interventions to manage or divert referrals 

Submit outline proposals by 1pm on Thursday 15 September 2011. 

http://www.sdo.nihr.ac.uk/111022.html?src=NIHR_July11
11/1023: open call (special interest in studies with an economic/costing component) 

This call focuses on delivery of health services in care homes. In particular, this will focus on generation of primary research into organisation of NHS support for residents of the care home sector. Submit outline proposals by 1pm on Thursday 15 September 2011.  http://www.sdo.nihr.ac.uk/111023.html?src=NIHR_July11

· NIHR Programme Grants for applied research (PGfAR)
http://www.ccf.nihr.ac.uk/PGfAR/apply/Pages/calls.aspx
Primary purpose is to allow investigators to undertake preparatory research that will position them to submit a competitive Programme Grant application.

Competition 12 (launch 5 December 2011) - provisional and subject to change

Stage 1 Application submission deadline 19 March 2012 by 17:00 

Notification of outcome of Stage 1 Application Late May 2011 

Stage 2 Application submission deadline 22 October 2012 by 17:00 

Notification of outcome of Stage 2 Application Late March 2013

 NIHR RESEARCH TRAINING OPPORTUNITIES

Full details of awards from this link

http://www.nihr.ac.uk/Lists/Research%20Training%20Awards/awards_current.aspx
· NIHR Clinical Lectureship

NIHR Clinical Lectureships are specialty training posts that incorporate academic training.  Round 11 31/03/2012 is now open. 

· NIHR Research Professorships Launched   

Nominations are invited from Universities and NHS organisations in England for a limited number of prestigious NIHR Research Professorships.  The objective of these awards is to fund leaders in the early part of their careers to lead research, to promote effective translation of research ('bench to bedside [T1] and 'campus to clinic' [T2]) and strengthen research leadership at the highest academic levels. Up to five NIHR Research Professorships will be available in this first round.  Closing Date: 21/09/2011.  http://www.nihrtcc.nhs.uk/researchprofessor/
· i4i Invention for Innovation 

The programme is launching a new training initiative to help researchers seeking funding or investment to develop early-stage medical technologies to develop their business skills and construct well-crafted applications and business plans.

The i4i Life Sciences Accelerator programme is an intensive two-part residential course at comprising a mixture of presentations, workshops and break-out sessions led by experts with direct experience of owning, growing and managing medtech businesses. The programme will also enable participants to plan and develop content for funding applications and business plans.  The first programme will take place from 31 October to 2 November and from 14 to 15 November.

For further information on the programme, please see the i4i web pages:  http://www.ccf.nihr.ac.uk/i4i/Pages/i4iAcceleratorProg.aspx 

OTHER (OPEN) FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES

· Paul Hamlyn Foundation 
http://www.phf.org.uk/
Independent grant making body that provides funding in areas of arts, education and learning and social justice. Support not-for-profit organisations and charities to help people realise their potential and have a better quality of life.  

· Nuffield Foundation 

http://www.nuffieldfoundation.org/go/grants/opendoor/page_115.html
Nuffield Foundation invites proposals that lie outside main programme areas but meet wider interest e.g.  ‘advancement of social well-being’, especially projects that identify interventions which have practical implications for policy or practice. 

· Esmee Fairbairn Foundation  

http://www.esmeefairbairn.org.uk/funding/new-learning.html
Funds learning research in schools and early years’ settings that is unlikely to obtain funding from other bodies because it is new, risky, unorthodox or overlooked.

· Breast Cancer Campaign - Small Pilot Grants 

http://www.breastcancercampaign.org/whatwedo/smallpilotgrants/
Up to £20,000 for established scientists to investigate and develop new ideas. 

· Wellcome Trust - Biomedical Science Project Grants  

http://www.wellcome.ac.uk/Funding/Biomedical-science/Funding-schemes/research-support/wtd004411.htm
Funding for high-quality, hypothesis-driven projects in basic and clinical sciences, which are relevant to human and animal health. Up to three years, £100,000 - £300,000 available. 

· Sir Halley Stewart Trust 

http://www.sirhalleystewart.org.uk/socpriority.html
Funding for social and educational research which seek to resolve conflict, promote reconciliation and re-connect family members; help people move beyond disadvantage and address needs of vulnerable or exploited. Grants are usually given in form of a salary. 
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How to Obtain Help
The National Institute of Health Research, Research Design Service for the East of England (RDS EoE) is an active and dynamic network offering free research advice and support across the region.  The RDS EoE will help turn innovative research ideas into strong research proposals to attract funding.

To access a RDS EoE Research Advisor relative to the expertise required, please complete our on-line Client Enquiry Form or contact the Central Co-ordinators on 01206 87485 or by e-mail at rdsc@essex.ac.uk 
If you would like to (un)subscribe to these bulletins please email rdsc@essex.ac.uk
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